Buttai Quarry
Community Consultative Committee Meeting
October 2022

Overview
• Issues arising from previous meetings;
• Summary of operations;
• Overview of quarry operations:
– Air quality;
– Noise;
– Flora and Fauna management;
– Blast Management;
– Incidents / Complaints
– Rehabilitation;
• Planned quarry activities for 2022;
• Resource Recovery Facility (RRF) update;

Issues Raised at Previous Meetings
• Previous meeting minutes reviewed with any outstanding
actions noted and agreed;
• Kate Baartz to allocate actions and responsibilities for all
ongoing items;
• A brief explanation of ‘Trigger Levels’ for blast monitoring
is provided on the next slide as a representative from the
Blasting Contractor (Precision Brill and Blast) was
unfortunately unable to attend this meeting;

Blast monitoring explanation
• A question was asked in the last meeting about blast
‘Trigger Levels’ and a brief explanation is provided
below:
– The trigger level is the point at which a vibration event will cause the
blast monitor (seismograph) to record the event. If a blast vibration does
not exceed this threshold level the instrument will not activate to record
the blast (“No Trigger”). A trigger level is necessary because the
instrument would continually record vibration events that may not be a
blast and will eventually use all the storage space the seismograph has
to hold vibration data. If all of this storage space is used by non-blasting
events, valuable blast vibration data could be lost. The trigger level will
normally be set just high enough to filter out some normal environmental
vibrations, but well below the level at which a violation or damage will
occur. A seismograph may be activated by anything that will produce a
vibration higher than the present trigger level. Examples of items that
may cause a vibration high enough to trigger a seismograph are lawn
mowers, weed trimmers, kids playing near the seismograph, etc.
– A trigger level is also set for the microphone, or the acoustic channel,
which measures the airblast. Trigger levels for the microphone are
normally set high enough to prevent wind or even thunder from
constantly activating the instrument. The acoustic channel measures the
airblast in decibels (dB).

Summary of operations
• Quarrying continuing in Lot 76;
• Crushing and stockpiling of quarried materials
continuing;
• The quarry continues to provide various construction
materials for the local industry and government sector;
• 2022 has been very busy from a quarrying and sales
perspective however persistent wet weather continues to
have an adverse impact on sales;
• A total of 6 blasts were conducted during 2022 so far;
• The Resource Regulator (previously Department of
Primary Industries) undertook 1 inspection and 1 remote
audit during 2022 so far;

Summary of operations
• 1 external site inspection occurred during 2022 so far
(Rubicon);
• 2 Internal Environmental Audits occurred during 2022 so
far;

Overview of quarry operations
• Air quality
– Assessed against NSW EPA Annual Average
Criterion (4 g/m2/month) for Dust Deposition Gauges
(DDG);
– All annual average results received for all DDG’s
were below the 4 g/m2/month threshold apart from
Buttai Barn;
– We continue to report the elevated results obtained at
‘Buttai Barn’ and intermittently at ‘Buttai Barn #2’;
however, they appear to be erroneous and
inconsistent with the adjacent DDG monitors (for
example Buttai Barn held a bonfire adjacent to the
DDG recently which adversely impacted the result
(image overleaf);
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Air quality monitoring results January to August 2022
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Overview of quarry operations
• Noise
– Noise monitoring is undertaken by Spectrum
Acoustics who conducted 3 monitoring sessions
during 2022 so far. This is in accordance with the
noise management plan;
– All results obtained were within the specified limits;

Overview of quarry operations
Noise monitoring results for 2022

Overview of quarry operations
• Flora and Fauna
– The quarry footprint and extent of clearing was
recently altered along the eastern edge of the quarry
pit;
– Wild Thing Ecological services were again engaged
to inspect and plan for clearing operations whilst also
assisting during vegetation removal activities;
– Maintenance of fire trails and boundary lines
continued to occur during 2022;
– Ongoing consultation with the Rural Fire Service
(RFS) continues to occur as necessary;

Overview of quarry operations
• Blast Management
– 6 blasts have been conducted during 2022 so far with
all being within the allowable limits;
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Blast monitoring results for 2022
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Overview of quarry operations
• Incidents / complaints
– Apart from some slightly elevated DDG results, there
were no significant incidents or complaints during
2022 so far;
– Recent trespassing appears to have increased lately,
mostly for the purpose of stealing fuel. Geoff Reeves
has implemented additional controls to mitigate
recurrence;

Overview of quarry operations
• Rehabilitation
– Maintenance of the rehabilitation of Bench 2 and 3
continued during 2022 including some additional
planting on Bench #3 in September 2022;
– Maintenance of various other rehabilitated areas also
occurred during 2022;
– Images overleaf show the progress of planted areas
including the additional planting that occurred in
September 2022 on Bench #3;
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Planned quarry activities for 2022
• Further extraction and sale of quarried of materials;
• Continued dust, noise and blast monitoring;
• Continued maintenance of rehabilitation work as
required;
• Progression of the Resource Recovery Facility (RRF);

Resource Recovery Facility update
• The RRF was approved in June 2021;
• Following receipt of the approval, we continue to work
closely with a number of consultants to progress the
Construction Certificate (CC) for the RRF;
• The Cessnock City Council review of the Old Buttai road
upgrade design drawings is taking a lot longer than
expected and we’re now required to undertake a Road
Safety Audit on the proposed Old Buttai Rd design in
order to respond to Cessnock Council’s Traffic
Committee;
• As usual, we’ll keep the CCC informed as the
development of the RRF progresses;

Proposal to increase laden trucks
• An extraordinary meeting with the CCC occurred
recently to discuss a specific need to temporarily
increase laden truck movements from the quarry (due to
unprecedented demand and wet weather impacts);
• The CCC understood the situation and provided advice
regarding a potential mechanism for this to occur;
• Following the extraordinary CCC meeting, Daracon
engaged the services of a consultant to assist with the
process;
• Another meeting occurred on the 30th September with
Council to discuss the most appropriate mechanism;

Proposal to increase laden trucks
• After much thought and consideration of all alternatives,
it currently appears that a ‘standalone DA’ is the most
likely scenario;
• The ‘standalone DA’ would have a specific duration for
its operation and will require Daracon and their
consultant to submit an Environmental Assessment to
support the DA;
• The next step is for Daracon to re-engage with their
Traffic Consultant to inform the ‘standalone DA;
• This is currently ongoing;

Further questions?

