
 

 

Minutes 

BUTTAI QUARRY COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
9.30am to 10.35pm, Friday 1 May 2025 

Hunter Region Business Hub 
Cnr Barton & Merthyr Streets, Kurri Kurri 

Attendees 

Janet Murray (JM) Community Representative  
Terry Lewin (TL) Community Representative 
Colin East (CE) Community Representative 
Cr Mitchell Hill (MH) Cessnock City Councillor  
Chris Dwyer (CD    Cessnock City Council 
Luke Robinson (LR) Daracon 
John Cannon (JC) Daracon 
Kate Baartz (KB) Independent Facilitator (Baartz & Co) 

Apologies 

Nil 

Agenda items 

Welcome, acknowledgement and apologies 
 
CD attending on behalf of Cessnock City Council and requested to be added to distribution list. 
Sarah Hyatt to also remain on the distribution list.  
 

Minutes from September 2025 meeting  
Confirmed  

Actions arising  
Action Responsibility Status 
Investigate installing street 
signage 

Cessnock 
Council 

Complete   
JM noted the Give Way sign was knocked over 
and replaced, old sign is still in the grass.  

Consider including Resource 
Regulator recommendations in 
the AEMR, noting not all 
information should be publicly 
available. 

LR Complete with additional actions arising 
• LR advised that feedback is generally 

operational and there is no require in the EPL 
for information to be publicly available.  

• There was discussion about this which 
progressed to a more general discussion 
about how people can access information 
about quarry operations, the CCC and 
succession planning for new CCC members.  



 

 

• LR advised information is available via the 
Daracon website.  

• MH also advised minutes from the CCC were 
tabled at Council meetings.  

• TL confirmed CCC members aren’t 
responsible for communicating more 
generally. There may be more interest with 
the resource recovery starting operating.  

 
Action: Add link to website information to the 
CCC documents.  
 
Action: Add a section to the Daracon CCC 
presentation about Resource Regulator 
recommendations.   

Check meeting share file for 
duplicate reports.  
 

KB Complete – both reports are saved in the 2025 
file. Direct links provided below.  
Daracon to Council - Quarterly report Dec 24 
to Mar 25 combined.pdf 
Daracon to Council - Quarterly report Mar 25 
to June 25 combined.pdf 

Daracon to seek advice 
regarding any further amending 
DA’s (beyond the 120 laden 
truck movements) which may 
be used to consolidate and 
simplify conditions of the 
consents. 

LR/JC Ongoing, as part of long-term planning. Action 
can be closed.  
• There was discussion around the 35 year 

history and capturing knowledge.  
 

   
Liaise with truck operators to 
discuss reducing truck noise, 
either by types of trucks used or 
speed of trucks.  
 
 

JC Ongoing, action can be closed. 
• LR advised there were significant ongoing 

discussions.  
• JM advised that for the most part they aren’t 

overly noisy. Daracon trucks are very quiet. 
Contractors are not as slow and quiet. 

• JC advised there is a speed gun to slow 
people down. If there is an issue, the colour 
of the truck and/or number plates would be 
useful.  

Investigate installing a noise 
monitor near the bend.  
 

LR The group agreed it was not warranted. Road has 
been patched, road condition is good. There 
hasn’t been a lot of hooning activity.  

Daracon to provide 
Environmental and Assessment 
Report and legal advice, KB to 
add to the meeting share file. 

LR/SO COMPLETE – saved in meeting share file 
following meeting 

 

https://daracon.com.au/services/quarries
https://baartzandcocom-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/kate_baartzandco_com/EZ79TTgwSK1GiLMsAUrKVSkBEJPkohEuhtNfdg_oXfMs8w?e=Vulsnz
https://baartzandcocom-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/kate_baartzandco_com/EZ79TTgwSK1GiLMsAUrKVSkBEJPkohEuhtNfdg_oXfMs8w?e=Vulsnz
https://baartzandcocom-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/kate_baartzandco_com/ETnEfmo7YTZAj4YmH2V1QgoB4mHUWy5KqMufCgCuCfdOPA?e=viKCEY
https://baartzandcocom-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/kate_baartzandco_com/ETnEfmo7YTZAj4YmH2V1QgoB4mHUWy5KqMufCgCuCfdOPA?e=viKCEY


 

 

Daracon presentation   
LR provided an overview of operations for 2025 

• Quarrying continuing in lot 76 
• Crushing and stockpiling of quarried materials continuing 
• The quarry continues to provide various essential construction materials for the local 

construction industry and government sectors with Singleton Bypass a key project  
• April/May 2025 there were significant rain events which impacted tonnes sold ie 60,000 tonnes 

less during 2025 than the year before  
• Eight blasts were conducted during 2025, two less than 2024 
• One external environmental inspection 
• One EPA site inspection 
• Three internal Environmental Audits 

Air quality 
• All monitoring below the threshold with elevated results at the Buttai Barn monitor noted 

Noise 
• Four monitoring sessions with results provided  

Flora and fauna 
• Explained process for clearing 
• Ongoing maintenance of fire trails 
• Ongoing issues with people cutting locks off fences, four in the last six months 

Blast management 
• Eight blasts conducted with results provided  

Incidents/complaints 
• No complaints in 2025 
• Note: complaint in May 2026 to be discussed later in presentation 

Rehabilitation 
• Maintenance ongoing on bench 2 and 3  
• More seeds to be planted in May 2025 

Planned activities for 2026 
• Quarry operations and associated monitoring to continue in 2026 
• Permanent 120 laden trucks per day started in April 2026 
• Resource Recovery Facility (RRF) expected to start operations in mid-2026 
• Weighbridge has been built and is being commissioned 
• Photos of the new weighbridge were displayed 
• JM asked if there are any materials ready to process at the RRF and JC confirmed yes there is 

material from the M1, need feed material to test operation 
• CE asked if the material would be from Daracon jobs and JC/LR confirmed this, but Daracon also 

expect to take material from other, larger reputable sources (such as the M1 Project noted 
above) 

Increase in laden trucks 
• LR explained the transition to 120 laden trucks per day from 13 April 2026 with the maximum 

number to date being 113 laden trucks per day (at the time of the meeting) 



 

 

• Quarterly updates will cease and the trucking summaries will be added to the annual report 
• There were no incidents or accidents associated with temporary increase in laden trucks 

21 April 2026 blast 
• LR explained that the 21 April blast was not ideal 

and JM provided images of the dust issue (see 
below) 

• LR explained the site conditions and location of the 
blast and there was discussion around the factors 
contributing to the bigger noise and dust impact of 
the blast 

• JM confirmed the blast was noisy and loud and all 
agreed it was not a common outcome and Daracon 
have investigated further and   

• MH asked about blast notifications and the process 
and blast window was explained to the group 

• TL mentioned previous issue with a neighbouring 
mine operation with JM mentioning noise impacts from the neighbouring mine operation are the 
worst on still nights.  

• JM also mentioned Full Throttle is celebrating their first birthday soon, noise isn’t the issue it’s 
traffic movement along Lings Rd.  

Annual report  
• TL asked about unauthorised access and JC explained common issues and noted there is a lot of 

monitoring installed as part of the RRF project 
• The Umwelt rehab report indicating moderate health was also discussed with LR advising 

prevailing weather conditions have a significant impact on growth and the team continue to try 
all suggestions to encourage growth  

• JM noted there has been a lot of theft in the valley in the last month with specific activity 
discussed.  

General business 
• LR advised that when operations begin at the RRF he will notify the group. 
• JC thanked the group for their assistance.  

Actions arising 
Action Responsibility Status 
Add link to website information to the CCC documents. KB Complete 
Add a section to the Daracon CCC presentation about 
Resource Regulator recommendations.   

LR Not started yet 

 

Useful links 

• Meeting share file  
• Daracon website – Quarry information  

 

https://baartzandcocom-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/kate_baartzandco_com/EkPUcY9OJ1hHjJYGYLV157wBnuLlU7v2fmivO6kXAE6Y-Q?e=lqMfqc
https://daracon.com.au/services/quarries

