
 
 
 
 
Department of Planning 
And Environment 
4 Parramatta Square 
Parramatta 2150 

  
 

24th November 2022 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
RE: Buttai Gravel, Ardglen Quarry Independent Environmental Audit 2022 
 
Please find attached a copy of the revised 2022 Ardglen quarry Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) report 
associated with Project Approval 06_0264 (Mod 2). The IEA was led by Dorian Walsh from James Bailey and 
Associates (JBA) and completed between May and November 2022. The revised report has been issued in response 
to the Request For Information (RFI) received from Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) on the 13th 
October 2022. 
 
In accordance with the Approval, we’ve summarised Daracon’s proposed actions to the Non-compliances and 
Recommendations noted in the IEA report in Table 1 and Table 2 below. 
 

Table 1 – Summary of IEA Non-compliances 
 

IEA report 
reference 
number 

(condition) 

Description of non-compliance  Daracon proposed action 

MP 06_0264 

Schedule 2, 
Condition 2 

Some non-conformances against the conditions of the 
MP 06_0264 and the Statement of Commitments from 
MP 06_0264 were noted during the audit period. These 
non-conformances are summarised below in this table, 
with further detail provided in Appendix B of Attachment 

1. 

Detailed responses are provided within the 
various sections listed below 

Schedule 2, 
Condition 16 

AQ is implementing site rehabilitation under a draft 
Landscape Management Plan which has been under 
review with regulatory agencies since 2018 (further 
context is provided in Appendix B of Attachment 1). 

Following the completion of the 2018 IEA, 
Daracon reviewed, revised and uploaded the 
Landscape Management Plan (LMP) to the 

Major Projects Portal. Feedback was received 
during late 2019 into early 2020, following 

which the LMP was revised and resubmitted in 
April 2020. Between April 2020 and March 

2021, Daracon received no response or 
comments on the revised LMP from DPE. 

Once MOD 2 was approved in March 2021, 
DPE requested Daracon rescind the LMP 

submission on the Major Projects Portal, which 
was completed. Following this, the LMP 
underwent another review, revision and 

resubmission to DPE; which is still active with 
DPE as of the 8th August 2022. Daracon 

recently attempted to resolve a minor issue 
with the LMP which took more than a month to 
receive a reply from DPE and is still ongoing 
as at the 8th August 2022. Daracon is fully 
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committed to implementing the various 
rehabilitation and ecological augmentation 

practices detailed in the revised LMP. This fact 
has previously been demonstrated in 

Daracons response to the ‘Show Cause 
Notice’ issued by DPE in late 2020 and 

formally acknowledged by DPE in February 
2021. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 12 

An approach to landholders regarding expressions of 
interest in receiving blast notifications required under S3, 

C12(a) has not been made. 

As noted in the IEA report shown in 
Attachment 1, Daracon have not undertaken 

any blasting on the site for more than 10 years. 
Daracon also does not plan to undertake 

blasting on the site until further quarry 
development work occurs within the extension 

area. To mitigate any confusion in the 
surrounding community regarding our 

intentions to blast, Daracon commits to 
approaching landholders regarding their 

interest in receiving blast notifications prior to 
entering the extension area.  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 14 

The 24/12/21 submission date of the Blast Management 
Plan was outside of the period for review of management 
plans following the determination of MOD2 (i.e., 28/07/21 

as noted in DPE letter to AQ dated 06/10/21). 

Daracon correspondence to DPE dated 11th 
June 2021 nominated specific dates for the 

submission of the various Management Plans. 
DPE formally acknowledged this in their 

response dated 6th October 2021. The Blast 
Management Plan was approved by DPE on 

the 23rd March 2022 so this matter is now 
resolved. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 17 

Non-compliances with the requirement to demonstrate 
compliance with air quality criteria in accordance with the 

AQMP occurred in October 2018, October 2019 and 
October 2020, with High Volume Air Samplers not 

operating for their full run times. 

As noted in the IEA report shown in 
Attachment 1, Daracon have notified DPE of 

all air quality non-compliances to date and will 
continue to do so if and when they arise in the 

future. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 20, 23D 

A Groundwater Monitoring Program and/or a Dewatering 
Management Plan is not included in the approved 2010 

Site Water Management Plan. 

Following the approval of MOD 2, the revised 
Site Water Management Plan (SWMP) now 
includes a Groundwater Monitoring Program 

and Dewatering Management protocols.  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 22 

Activities that could cause soil erosion and generate 
sediment are not specified in the approved 2010 Erosion 

and Sediment Control Plan. 

Following the approval of MOD 2, the revised 
Site Water Management Plan (SWMP) now 

includes activities that could cause erosion and 
generate sediment including details of 

proposed mitigation measures. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 23 

Detailed baseline data for Doughboy Hollow Creek water 
quality, Doughboy Hollow Creek flow modelling, 

description of the surface water management systems on 
site, a trigger action response plan to respond to 

exceedances of performance measures / criteria, and a 
Dewatering Management Plan are not included in the 

approved 2010 Site Water Management Plan. 

Following the approval of MOD 2, the Site 
Water Management Plan (SWMP) was 

reviewed, revised and submitted to DPE for 
approval. The SWMP is still under review by 

DPE and DPE Water as of the 8th August 
2022. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 27, 29, 

30, 30A 

The approved Landscape Management Plan is dated 
2010, prior to the MOD2 approval. 

Following the approval of MOD 2, the 
Landscape Management Plan (LMP) was 

reviewed, revised and submitted to DPE for 
approval. The LMP is still under review as 

noted above, whilst Daracon awaits a further 
response from the designated DPE 

representative. 



 

  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 27 

NSW DPE found that AQ were not performing vegetation 
plantings and not excluding stock from the Biodiversity 
Offset Areas in accordance with AQ approvals in 2020. 

Daracon responded to the DPE notice 
received in late 2020 and received formal 

acknowledgement from DPE in February 2021. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 28 

The Doughboy Hollow Creek Rehabilitation Strategy has 
not been approved or rehabilitation implemented in that 

area at the time of audit. 

The Doughboy Hollow Rehabilitation Strategy 
forms part of the Landscape Management Plan 
(LMP). Daracon applied to DPE for a ‘staged 

submission’ of the LMP to allow time to 
formalise the Doughboy Hollow Rehabilitation 
Strategy and this was approved by DPE. The 

LMP is still under review as noted above, 
whilst Daracon awaits a further response from 

the designated DPE representative. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 40 

Evidence not available at the time of audit regarding 
liaison with LPSC over 20km/hour speed limit for heavy 

vehicles on High Street bridge. 

The Traffic and Transport Management Plan 
(TTMP) was reviewed, revised and 

resubmitted to DPE for approval on the 2nd 
August 2022. The revised TTMP includes 
details regarding the 20 kph speed limit for 

heavy vehicles over High St bridge. Due to the 
fact the 20 kph speed limit will only apply to 

heavy vehicles associated with the quarry and 
it is a ‘self imposed’ requirement specifically 
included in the ‘Transport Code of Conduct’ 

document, there will not be any signage 
installed.  Once the TTMP is approved by 

DPE, Daracon will liaise further with Liverpool 
Plains Shire Council regarding this matter. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 43 

A procedure for the notification of residents regarding 
night-time train loading is not included in the Traffic and 

Transport Management Plan. 

The Traffic and Transport Management Plan 
(TTMP) was reviewed, revised and submitted 
to DPE for approval on the 2nd August 2022 

and now includes a procedure to notify 
residents of train loading outside of the normal 
hours detailed in the Consent (permitted twice 

per annum). 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 43 

The 25/10/21 submission date of the Traffic and 
Transport Management Plan was outside of the period for 
review of management plans following the determination 

of MOD2 (i.e., 28/07/21 as noted in DPE letter to AQ 
dated 06/10/21). 

Daracon correspondence to DPE dated 11th 
June 2021 nominated specific dates for the 

submission of the various Management Plans. 
This correspondence also included details of 

the TTMP submission. DPE formally 
acknowledged this in their response dated 6th 
October 2021. Further correspondence was 
provided to DPE on the 25th October 2021 

regarding a significant property boundary issue 
along the public road reserve discovered as 
part of the LPSC consultation. Following the 
resolution of the boundary issue with LPSC, 

the TTMP was subsequently submitted to DPE 
for approval on the 28th June 2022 and then, 

following the receipt of further input from DPE, 
revised and resubmitted on the 2nd August 

2022.   

Schedule 3, 
Condition 48 

No reference to the EPA Waste Classification Guidelines 
was identified in approved AQ management documents. 

Daracon will review the Integrated Facility 
Management Plan (IFMP) to include a 

reference to the EPA Waste Classification 
Guidelines. 



 

  

Schedule 5, 
Condition 8 (b) 

A version of the 2020 Landscape Management Plan 
(draft) was available on the AQ website. 

Due to the protracted nature of the DPE review 
of the LMP, Daracon have included a copy of 
the ‘draft’ LMP on the website. Daracon will 
now remove all unapproved management 

plans from the website. 

STATEMENT OF COMMITTMENTS 

SoC 1 

Some non-conformances against the conditions of the 
MP 06_0264 and the Statement of Commitments from 
MP 06_0264 were noted during the audit period. These 
non-conformances are summarised below in this table, 
with further detail provided in Appendix B of Attachment 

1. 

Detailed responses are provided within the 
various sections listed below 

SoC 12 
The application of wet suppression or chemical coating 

to static stockpiles was not being undertaken at the 
time of audit. 

The site has been mostly in ‘care and 
maintenance’ for many years with no 

significant air quality issues identified as a 
result of the quarry operation. Additionally, the 
site has a robust air quality monitoring network 
installed and the quarry is regularly inspected. 

Daracon propose to review and revise the 
AQMP to remove the mandatory nature of the 
“application of wet suppression or chemical 

coating to static stockpiles”.  

SoC 14 
The approved Landscape Management Plan is dated 

2010, prior to the MOD2 approval. 

Following the approval of MOD 2, the 
Landscape Management Plan (LMP) was 

reviewed, revised and submitted to DPE for 
approval. The LMP is still under review as 

noted above, whilst Daracon awaits a further 
response from the designated DPE 

representative. 

 
 
Additionally, and in accordance with the Approval, we’ve summarised Daracon’s proposed actions to the 
Recommendations raised in the IEA report in Table 2 below. 
 

Table 2 – Summary of IEA Recommendations 
 

IEA report 
reference 
number 

(condition) 

Description of recommendation Daracon proposed action 

MP 06_0264 

Schedule 2, 
Condition 13 

It is recommended that AQ investigate options for the 
reuse of the truck remaining at the site laydown area prior 

to the recommencement of quarrying operations. 

Daracon will investigate options to re-use the 
truck remaining on site prior to the 

recommencement of quarrying operations. 
Otherwise, the truck will be removed from site 

prior to the recommencement of quarrying 
operations. 

Schedule 2, 
Condition 15 

It is recommended that AQ put a procedure or other 
system in place to ensure the regular review of strategies, 

plans and programs for the site, in accordance with the 
requirements of S2, C15 of MP 06_0264. 

During the period of the IEA, Daracon has 
implemented a procedure to ensure the regular 

review of strategies, plans and programs for 
the site. 



 

  

Schedule 2, 
Condition 16 

It is recommended that AQ operate in accordance with 
the approved Landscape Management Plan (unless 

otherwise directed by DPE). 

As described above, due to the protracted 
nature of DPE’s review of the Landscape 

Management Plan (LMP) in combination with 
the ‘Show Cause notice’ received from DPE in 

late 2020, there are aspects of the current 
approved (2010) LMP that are not considered 

to be relevant and Daracon has therefore 
implemented a number of the strategies 

detailed in the revised LMP’s (2020 onwards) 
in order to maintain compliance with the 

current Consent.  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 2 

It is recommended that copies of the landholder noise / 
impact agreements are provided to EPA and DPE, as 

required under this condition. 

Daracon will provide copies of all landholder 
environmental impact agreements to EPA and 

DPE when fully ratified. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 3 

It is recommended that the approved constructions hours 
for the site are noted in Section 5.1 of the AQ IFMP 

(EMS). 

During the course of the IEA, Section 5.1 of 
the Integrated Facility Management Plan 

(IFMP) was updated to include the 
construction hours listed in the consent and 

was resubmitted to DPE for approval. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 5 

It is recommended that AQ report on any noise 
investigations and the implementation of additional 

mitigation measures committed to under MOD2 in future 
AEMRs. 

Daracon will report on any investigations and 
implementation of the noise mitigation 

measures included in the EA associated with 
MOD 2 in future AEMR’s as they occur. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 12 

It is recommended that AQ provide the relevant 
notifications and set up a Blasting Hotline to the approval 

of DPE prior to the recommencement of operations on 
site. 

Daracon will implement an appropriate blast 
notification system prior to entering the 

extension area. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 16 

It is recommended that AQ implement a permanent wheel 
wash station at the location approved in the MOD2 EA 

before recommencement of operations. 

Daracon will install a wheel wash prior to 
recommencing the export of material from site 

as detailed in the TTMP. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 20 - 23 

It is recommended that AQ continue to liaise with DPE 
and DPE Water to gain approval of the updated Site 

Water Management Plan, to address MOD2 compliance 
requirements and commitments. 

Daracon continues to liaise with DPE and DPE 
Water regarding the SWMP. Another email 
was sent to the relevant DPE representative 

on the 3rd August 2022 to progress this matter. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 21 

It is recommended that a requirement for annual update 
of the site water balance following the recommencement 
of operations is included in the current revision of the Site 
Water Management Plan (underway at the time of audit). 

The SWMP currently under review by DPE 
makes allowance for a review of the site water 
balance. Therefore, if deemed necessary due 
to a change in process or new information, the 

water balance will then be reviewed and 
updated. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 22 

It is recommended that activities with the potential to 
create soil erosion are included in the current revisions of 
the Site Water Management Plan underway at the time of 

audit. 

The SWMP currently under review by DPE 
includes activities that have the potential to 

create soil erosion. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 25 

It is recommended that AQ review the inconsistency in 
the need establish EEC grass species in Lot 39 between 
the draft LMP (based on BCT advice) and SoC6 of the 

MOD2 EA (see Table C) and seek confirmation from DPE 
that this would not be required. 

The specific details surrounding any perceived 
inconsistencies between the BCT advice and 

the SoC’s will be resolved once DPE approves 
the current LMP.  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 27 - 30 

It is recommended that the LMP is updated to reflect the 
changes to the development consent in the March 2021 

determination of MOD2. 

The LMP was recently reviewed, revised and 
resubmitted to DPE. It is currently under 

review by DPE. 



 

  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 27 

It is recommended that AQ continue to implement the 
progressive rehabilitation on site to meet the related 

commitments from the MOD2 EA, pending approval of 
the revised LMP. 

Daracon is committed to undertaking site 
rehabilitation in accordance with the revised 

LMP, currently under review by DPE. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 27 

It is recommended that AQ continue to consult with 
relevant regulatory agencies, to identify a process for 

rehabilitation of Doughboy Hollow Creek. 

DPE approved a ‘staged submission’ of the 
LMP to accommodate the Doughboy Hollow 
Rehabilitation Strategy and we’re currently 

preparing the draft Doughboy Hollow 
Rehabilitation Strategy with assistance from 
Umwelt. Once a final draft of the Doughboy 
Hollow Rehabilitation Strategy is available, 

consultation with the relevant regulatory 
authorities will then occur via the Major 

Projects Portal. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 33, 38 

It is recommended that the AQ product transportation 
register is reviewed prior to the recommencement of 

operations to ensure that required truck movement details 
under MOD2 are recorded and reported in future AQ 

AEMRs. 

Daracon will review the product transportation 
register prior to exporting of material from site 
to ensure the records are complaint with the 

revised consent and then reported in 
subsequent AEMR’s.  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 43 

It is recommended that the induction for truck drivers 
included in the truck driver’s Code of Conduct appended 
to the Traffic and Transport Management Plan is revised 
for consistency with MOD2 commitments and approval 

requirements. 

The Code of Conduct (CoC) appended to the 
Traffic and Transport Management Plan 

(TTMP) was reviewed, revised and 
resubmitted to DPE for approval on the 2nd 

August 2022, which now includes revised truck 
speed requirements. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 43 

Consider updating the Traffic and Transport Management 
Plan to reflect the truck speed commitments made in AQ 

approvals and AEMRs during the reporting period. 

The Traffic and Transport Management Plan 
(TTMP) was reviewed, revised and 

resubmitted to DPE for approval on the 2nd 

August 2022, which now includes revised truck 
speed requirements. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 43 

Include a procedure in the Traffic and Transport 
Management Plan to notify residents if train loading 

activities are to recommence. 

The Traffic and Transport Management Plan 
(TTMP) was reviewed, revised and 

resubmitted to DPE for approval on the 2nd 

August 2022, which now includes a procedure 
to notify residents when train loading outside of 

the normal hours detailed in the Consent will 
occur (permitted twice per annum). 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 44 

It is recommended that AQ implement offsite visual and 
lighting mitigation measures prior to the 

recommencement operations, and update site 
Management Plans accordingly, to the satisfaction of 

DPE. 

Daracon will take all reasonable steps to 
minimise the visual and off-site lighting impacts 

as well as ensuring that all external lighting 
associated with the site complies with the 

consent. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 46, 
Schedule 5, 
Condition 4 

It is recommended that future AQ Annual Reviews: 

 Describe investigation into GHG reduction 
initiatives; and 

 Include a summary of monitoring results for 
greenhouse gas. 

Daracon will continue to describe the ways 
greenhouse gases emissions are minimised by 

the development and include a summary of 
greenhouse gas monitoring results in future 

annual reviews. 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 47 

Consider including procedures for waste minimisation, 
management, handling, storage and disposal be included 

in the IFMP (EMS). 

Daracon will include waste minimisation 
procedures within the Integrated Facility 
Management Plan (IFMP) as part of the 
regular review of the management plan. 



 

  

Schedule 3, 
Condition 48 

It is recommended that procedures for waste 
assessment, classification and management referring to 
EPA guidelines is included in the IFMP (EMS), or other 

suitable plan. 

Daracon will include procedures for waste 
assessment, classification and management 

within the IFMP as part of the regular review of 
the management plan. 

Schedule 5, 
Condition 1 

It is recommended that a revised EMS is prepared to the 
satisfaction of DPE to address the contemporary 

approvals requirements of the MOD2 approval and EA. 

Daracon developed the Integrated Facility 
Management Plan (IFMP) to address the 

requirements of the consent associated with 
an EMS. The IFMP has recently been 

reviewed by DPE and is currently awaiting the 
resolution of the remaining sub-plans before it 

can be resubmitted for approval by DPE. 

Schedule 5, 
Condition 8 

It is recommended that the approved LMP is provided on 
the website while the current revision is under review by 

regulatory agencies. 

Daracon will remove any unapproved 
management plans from the website and will 

only upload revised documents once approved 
by DPE. 

EPL 1115 

L4.2 
It is recommended that AQ provide EPA with a copy of 

both noise agreements to formalise landholder 
arrangements in accordance with EPL 1115 conditions. 

Daracon will provide copies of all landholder 
environmental impact agreements to the EPA 

when fully ratified. 

STATEMENT OF COMMITTMENTS 

SoC 9 

It is recommended that noise controls described under 
SoC9 are installed prior to the recommencement of 

extraction and processing activities on site (where these 
are entirely consistent with the noise mitigation 

commitments described in the MOD2 EA). 

Daracon are committed to the installation of 
the prescribed noise mitigation controls 

detailed in the MOD 2 EA before the 
recommencement of extraction and processing 

occurs on site.  

SoC 12 
AQ review the potential inconsistencies in speed limits 

adopted for the project and reflect in the approved Traffic 
and Transport Management Plan. 

The Traffic and Transport Management Plan 
(TTMP) was reviewed, revised and submitted 
to DPE for approval on the 2nd August 2022 

which now includes revised truck speed 
requirements. 

SoC 12 

Consider including flexibility in the AQMP for not using 
wet suppression or chemical coating on all static 
stockpiles, where this will not result in significant 

reductions in air quality emissions. 

Daracon will review the AQMP and consider 
updating it to introduce flexibility into the 
requirement to use wet suppression or 

chemical coating on all static stockpiles where 
this will not result in significant reductions in air 

quality emissions. 

 
Should you have any further queries, please don’t hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Luke Robinson 
Systems Manager – Construction Materials 
Buttai Gravel Pty Ltd (Daracon Quarries) 
0417 481 785 
 
 



 

  

 
 

Attachment 1 – James Bailey and Associates IEA Report 
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