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Overview of the meeting

• History of Ardglen quarry.

• Summary of current operations.

• Overview of quarry operations:

– Air quality.

– Noise and blasting.

– Incidents / Complaints.

– Flora and Fauna management.

– Rehabilitation.

– Truck movements and sales.

• Planned future quarrying activities.

• Future local project summary



History of Ardglen quarry

• Ardglen has provided Rail ballast material since 1890.

• The quarry land was reserved for quarrying purposes in 1896.

• Ardglen Quarry rail siding Junction to the main rail line was opened 

In 1903.

• The Quarry underwent major upgrading between 1950 & 1964.

• Daracon purchased Ardglen in the early 2000’s.

• The 2008 Ardglen Quarry Part 3 consent grants a 30-year approval 

for the quarry to produce 500,000 tonnes per annum.

• 2010 Modification #1 (Mod 1) updated the consent.

• 2021 Modification #2 (Mod 2) was approved on the 16th March 2021.

• Work in the approved ‘Extension Area’ commenced in July 2024.



Summary of current operations

• We officially entered the ‘Extension Area’ in July 2024 and will 

continue operating from that part of the site for the foreseeable 

future.

• Blasting, crushing and screening to manufacture ballast, 

aggregates, road bases and other valuable construction materials 

for the local area.

• Exporting material by road up to a maximum of 55 laden trucks per 

day.

• Ongoing inspections and maintenance of rehabilitation tree planting 

areas.

• Environmental monitoring continues, including PM2.5 in accordance 

with Mod #2.

• Ongoing community and local stakeholder engagement.



Current operations

Image of the site operations – April 2026
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Air quality monitoring

• The Dust Deposition Gauges (DDG) are assessed against the NSW 

EPA Annual Average Criterion (4 g/m2/month).

• All Dust Deposition Gauges (DDG’s) were compliant based on the 

annual average results achieved for 2025.

• The following tables and graphs show the DDG results for 2025.
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DDG monitoring results for 2025

Insoluble Solids Annual Average 

(g/m2.month)
Insoluble Solids (g/m2.month)

EPA4EPA3EPA2EPA4EPA3EPA2

0.70.911.10.80.8
6/1/25 to 

5/2/25

0.70.80.80.50.30.9
5/2/25 to 

5/3/25

0.70.70.70.40.20.2
5/3/25 to 

2/4/25

0.60.70.70.10.10.3
2/4/25 to 

2/5/25

0.50.70.60.10.10.1
2/5/25 to 

2/6/25

0.50.80.60.21.30.2
2/6/25 to 

3/7/25

0.60.80.70.711.2
3/7/25 to 

4/8/25

0.50.80.70.20.20.6
4/8/25 to 

4/9/25

0.50.80.80.70.71.2
4/9/25 to 

2/10/25

0.60.70.81.60.61
2/10/25 to 

3/11/25

0.60.70.81.10.61.5
3/11/25 to 

4/12/25

0.70.60.81.80.71.1
4/12/25 to 

5/1/25



Overview of quarry operations

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

EPA2 1.1 1.7 3.3 3.4 3.2 1.1 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.5 1.2 1.2 0.9 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.1 0.8

EPA3 0.9 1.1 1.6 0.8 1.2 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.7 1.8 1.7 0.8 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.9 0.6

EPA4 1.2 2.1 4.4 2.9 3.3 1.3 0.7 0.8 0.8 1.5 0.6 1.1 1.5 0.8 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.7 0.7

Criteria 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

In
so

lu
b

le
 S

o
lid

s 
(g

/m
2

. m
o

n
th

)

Year

Deposition Dust Gauge rolling annual average 2007 to 2025

EPA2

EPA3

EPA4

Criteria



Overview of quarry operations

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

M
ay

-0
7

O
ct

-0
7

M
ar

-0
8

A
u

g-
0

8
Ja

n
-0

9
Ju

n
-0

9
N

o
v-

0
9

A
p

r-
1

0
Se

p
-1

0
Fe

b
-1

1
Ju

l-
1

1
D

e
c-

1
1

M
ay

-1
2

O
ct

-1
2

M
ar

-1
3

A
u

g-
1

3
Ja

n
-1

4
Ju

n
-1

4
N

o
v-

1
4

A
p

r-
1

5
Se

p
-1

5
Fe

b
-1

6
Ju

l-
1

6
D

e
c-

1
6

M
ay

-1
7

O
ct

-1
7

M
ar

-1
8

A
u

g-
1

8
3

/1
/1

9
 t

o
…

3
/6

/1
9

 t
o

…
8

/1
1

/1
9

 t
o

…
3

/4
/2

0
 t

o
…

1
/9

/2
0

 t
o

…
2

/2
/2

1
 t

o
…

6
/7

/2
1

 t
o

…
3

/1
2

/2
1

 t
o

…
3

/5
/2

2
 t

o
…

4
/1

0
/2

2
 t

o
…

7
/3

/2
3

 t
o

…
4

/8
/2

3
 t

o
…

5
/1

/2
4

 t
o

…
4

/6
/2

4
 t

o
…

4
/1

1
/2

4
 t

o
…

2
/4

/2
5

 t
o

…
4

/9
/2

5
 t

o
…

In
so

lu
b

le
 S

o
lid

s 
(g

/m
2

. m
o

n
th

)

Month

Deposition Dust Gauge (DDG) 2007 to 2025

EPA2

EPA3

EPA4

Annual
Average
Criteria



Overview of quarry operations

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

4.5

6/1/25 to
5/2/25

5/2/25 to
5/3/25

5/3/25 to
2/4/25

2/4/25 to
2/5/25

2/5/25 to
2/6/25

2/6/25 to
3/7/25

3/7/25 to
4/8/25

4/8/25 to
4/9/25

4/9/25 to
2/10/25

2/10/25
to

3/11/25

3/11/25
to

4/12/25

4/12/25
to 5/1/25

D
D

G
 C

o
n

ce
n

tr
at

io
n

 (
g/

m
2

)

Month

Dust Deposition Gauge (DDG) graph for 2025

EPA2

EPA3

EPA4

Annual Average
Criteria



Overview of quarry operations

• The PM10, Total Suspended Particulate (TSP) and PM2.5 are 

assessed against the consent criteria as detailed in the modified 

approval (Mod 2);

• The air quality monitoring results for PM10, TSP and PM2.5 were 

compliant for all 24 hour and annual average results during 2025;

Annual Average Criterion
(Long Term)

24 hour Criterion
(Short Term)

Annual Average 
results achievedUnit

25506.8PM10-1

25509.4PM10-2

90N/A17TSP

8255.7PM2.5
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

PM10-1 annual average results 7.7 9.5 8.6 8.4 8.6 6.7 11.3 18.0 9.2 4.9 5 6.4 6.2 6.8

Pm10-2 annual average results 9.7 9.6 10.0 8.5 8.6 8.4 11.5 17.9 10.1 5.1 4.8 7.2 7.8 9.4

Annual Average criteria 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 25 25 25 25 25
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Overview of quarry operations

Noise and blast monitoring

• Noise monitoring is undertaken by Spectrum Acoustics in 

accordance with the approved Noise Management Plan (NMP).

• Mod 2 requires noise monitoring to occur monthly when the quarry is 

operating so we undertake monthly noise monitoring as shown in 

the following slides.

• All noise monitoring results obtained during 2025 were compliant 

with the Consent.



Overview of quarry operations



Overview of quarry operations



Overview of quarry operations



Overview of quarry operations



Overview of quarry operations

• Blasting continues on site and all blast monitoring results obtained 

during 2025 compliant with the Consent.

• All recent blast monitoring results are shown over leaf.



Overview of quarry operations

Monitoring Point 7 (Warra)Monitoring Point 2 (Del)

O/pressure dBLPPV mm/sO/pressure dBLPPV mm/sBlast No.TimeDate

105.51.78Nil TriggerNil TriggerARD_1113:5828/01/2025

102.52.4107.10.38ARD_1212:0813/03/2025

104.64.06114.21.14ARD_1313:318/04/2025

107.82.77Nil TriggerNil TriggerARD_1412:5816/05/2025

112.33.66Nil TriggerNil TriggerARD_1512:5721/07/2025

99.92.52Nil TriggerNil TriggerARD_1614:2012/08/2025

103.42.53114.60.78ARD_1712:088/10/2025

110.74.55114.50.72ARD_1812:3229/10/2025

111.62.55Nil TriggerNil TriggerARD_1913:3718/11/2025

Blast monitoring results for 2025 so far
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Incidents and complaints

• During 2025 the quarry recorded two incidents (as detailed in the 

consent) and four complaints / enquiries regarding the quarry 

operation.

• The full list of incidents and complaints for 2025 so far are 

summarised overleaf.

• In consultation with DPHI and the complainants, all incidents and 

complaints / enquiries were promptly addressed.



Overview of quarry operations

Response / acceptanceActionDetailsTimeDate

Submitted to DPHI 11/02/25 and 
accepted by DPHI soon after

Essential Energy confirmed the 
outage and we informed DPHI via the 

MP Portal

Air quality monitors ran for approximately 19 
hours due to a power outageN/AJan-25

Submitted to DPHI 04/06/25 and 
accepted by DPHI soon after

Essential Energy confirmed the 
outage and we informed DPHI via the 

MP Portal

Air quality monitors ran for approximately 20 
hours due to a power outageN/AMay-25

Summary of incidents during 2025
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ResponseDetailsTimeDate

The resident was contacted and Daracon agreed to 
undertake a dilapidation survey of his property and 

install a temporary blast monitor for the next five 
blasts. The resident agreed to that

A local resident contacted us to enquire about ongoing 
blasting and the potantial impacts to their property9am7/02/2025

We provided all the information requested by the EPA 
and heard nothing further.

The EPA received a complaint regarding a blast that 
occurred at Ardglen Quarry yesterday 21.07.2025 at 

approximately 1PM.
2pm22/07/2025

Geoff Reeves immediately contacted the 
subcontractor and obtained the GPS data for 'truck 

108'. The GPS data did not show a breach of the 40 kph 
speed limit, however the driver was reminded of their 

obligations to do so. Geoff also contacted the resident 
and explained the outcome.

A local resident rang to enquire about the speed of 'truck 
108' that may not have been compliant with the 40 kph 

speed limit.
9:11am24/09/2025

Geoff Reeves communicated with the resident and 
explained that the blast monitoring results were 

compliant with the consent.

A local resident contacted us to enquire about ongoing 
blasting and the potantial impacts to their property12:19pm8/10/2025

Summary of complaints received during 2025
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Flora and Fauna

• The quarry footprint slowly continues to increase as we progress 

further into the approved ‘Extension Area’.

• Ongoing maintenance of the rehabilitation planting on site.

• Ongoing feral animal control continues on site.



Overview of quarry operations

Rehabilitation
• Significant rehabilitation work has occurred during previous years as 

detailed in the revised Landscape Management Plan (LMP). 

• The Doughboy Hollow Rehabilitation Strategy continues and will be 
ongoing for many years.

• As part of the tree planting that occurred in 2019, 2020 and 2021, 
Daracon planted almost 1000 small tree and shrub species including 
regular inspection and watering (as required).

• Ongoing formal inspections of the rehabilitated areas occur regularly 
which are incorporated into the AEMR.

• Maintenance, management and reporting for the Conservation 
Agreement associated with the Biodiversity Offset Areas will be 
ongoing for many years.

• We plan to investigate the use of Chrysolina beetles for St Johns 
Wort later this year.
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Image of offset rehabilitation planting progress - 2024
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Image of offset rehabilitation planting progress - 2025
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Image of offset rehabilitation planting progress - 2026
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Truck movements and sales

• Between January and December 2025, we exported 141,825 tonnes 

of material from the quarry as shown in the following table:

Road pavement, aggregates and other materials (T)Month - 2025

26,582January

16,270February

13,789March

4,986April

3,025May

6,674June

11,395July

14,439August

14,676September

10,612October

12,318November

7,059December

141,825Total (T)
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• During 2025, the export of material from the quarry by truck was 

compliant with the various ‘laden truck movement’ limits, total 

tonnages and other specific requirements of the consent as shown 

in the AEMR.

• The export of material from the quarry by truck will continue to be 

managed to ensure the total laden truck movements do not exceed 

55 per day whilst also monitoring the times and tonnages to ensure 

compliance with the consent.

• The export of material from the quarry by truck will continue during 

2026.



Planned quarry activities for 2026

Proposed works for 2026
– Overburden removal, blasting, crushing and screening of rock 

sourced from the approved ‘Extension Area’; 

– Continued environmental monitoring (Air quality, Noise, Blasting and 
Water) and regular inspections;

– Continued Community engagement;

– Inspection and maintenance of planting in accordance with the 
revised LMP;

– Management of the Conservation Agreement areas;

– Construction work continuing on site;

– The image on the next slide shows the current operational area; 

– The consent modification (Mod 2) was approved on the 16th March 
2021, and a copy of the consent is located on the Daracon website 
here:          https://daracon.com.au/services/quarries



Planned quarry activities for 2026

Operational area expected for the next few years



Future local project summary

Future local projects that could potentially be supplied 

from Ardglen quarry

• Muswellbrook bypass by TfNSW.

• New England Highway upgrades.

• Hunter transmission project.

• Bowmans Creek wind farm.

• Liverpool range wind farm.

• Hills of Gold wind farm.

• Piambong wind farm.

• Valley of the Winds wind farm.

• Local Council ongoing works.

• Plus others.



Questions

Questions?
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