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MINUTES OF ARDGLEN QUARRY 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (CCC) 

 

 

Tuesday, 1 November 2022 at Murrurundi Library, 

Murrurundi commencing at 9.40 am 
 

Attendees 

 

Initials Position 

Michael Silver OAM MJS Independent Chairperson 
Delma Ross 
William Avery 
Christine Thompson 
Megan Taylor 
Luke Robinson 

DR 
WA 
CT 
MT 
LR 
 
 
 

Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Systems Manager – Construction Materials, 
Daracon Group 

   

Observers 
 
John Cannon 
                        

 
 
JC 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Divisional Manager, Construction Materials, 
Daracon Group 
 

Apologies   
 

Penny Dalton 
Nathan Skelly 
 
 

PD 
NS 

Community Member 
Director Infrastructure & Environmental 
Services, Liverpool Plains Shire Council 

Item Details and Actions 

1.0 Welcome and 
Introductions 

 

Michael Silver welcomed all present. The extended a 
welcome to Christine Thompson and Megan Taylor 
attending their first meeting since he assumed the Chair. 
MJS provided a brief overview of his career and 
experience. In response to a question from CT, MJS 
advised that he has been appointed by the Department of 
Planning and Environment to chair one other Community 
Consultative Committee for Daracon, being the Martins 
Creek Quarry Project. However, the committee has not 
met since MJS’s appointment given the status of the 
project and is unlikely to do so until there is a 
determination of the project application. 

2.0 Acknowledgement of 
Country 

The Chair acknowledged the Traditional Owners of the 
land on which the meeting is being held and recognised 
their continuing connection to land, waters, and culture, 
paying respects to their Elders past, present and 
emerging. 

3.0 Declarations of Interest  
 

• MJS declared that his expenses as Independent 
Chairperson are borne by the proponent.  

• MJS noted that there were no declarations of 
pecuniary or other conflict of interests from 
Community Members. 
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• The Chair requested that members who haven’t 
completed a new Declaration of Pecuniary or 
Other Interests Form and the Code of Conduct 
Declaration do so and return them to him prior to 
the next CCC meeting. 

4.0 Correspondence • NSW Department of Planning and Environment – 
advising of draft Community Consultative 
Committee Guidelines for review by CCC 
members. 

5.0 Previous Meeting • It was noted that the minutes of the meeting of 10 
May 2022 were approved on 30 May 2022. 

• No Business Arising 

6.0 Action Items • Nil              

7.0 Proponent’s Report 
 
 

• Luke Robinson presented the Proponent’s 
Presentation. (Copy attached to the Minutes) 

• LR provided an historical overview of the quarry 
and a summary of the quarry’s status. There are 
no operational works, with monitoring of ground 
water wells and environmental works associated 
with maintenance and monitoring the only 
activities. 

• LR spoke to the Dust Deposition Gauges table 
noting that the site is not operating, and it has been 
extremely wet of recent times. He referenced the 
relevant graphs to emphasise this. LR stepped the 
committee through the air quality monitoring 
results detailing the PM10 and PM2.5. He noted 
that the recent Modification 2 approval had 
lowered the annual average exceedance threshold 
for PM10 from 30 micrograms per cubic meter of 
air (µg/m³) to 25 µg/m³. 

• In terms of Noise Monitoring, LR explained that 
Modification 1 required noise monitoring reports to 
be provided every three months. However, 
Modification 2 now only requires noise monitoring 
to occur when the quarry is operating. Similarly, no 
blasting has occurred with no consequential 
monitoring required. 

• LR outlined the current activities in respect of flora 
and fauna, advising that weed spraying has been 
severely hindered by recent wet weather. He also 
highlighted ongoing issues with feral animal 
control. Delma Ross commented that feral pigs are 
extremely prevalent, doing significant damage. 
She also noted that deer are present in increased 
numbers. LR responded that Daracon are 
continuing to monitor and cull feral animals where 
possible. 

• LR advised that there have been no incidents 
recorded during the calendar year in respect of the 
quarry. He did however highlight recent incidences 
of trespass onsite. Additional security measures 
are presently being implemented. He thanked CT 
for recent advice on persons sited in the vicinity of 
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the quarry. JC encouraged the provision of advice 
from residents in relation to unwanted persons or 
activities in the area. 

• The CCC noted that Daracon along with other 
residents in the area had received advice from 
Santos regarding the proposed Hunter Gas 
Pipeline. 

• LR advised that rehabilitation was progressing in 
accordance with the revised Landscape 
Management Plan. He noted that the weather over 
the past 12 months or so has been very supportive 
of tree growth. 

• LR outlined the proposed works for the balance of 
2022. He indicated environmental monitoring (air 
quality, noise, and water) will continue. There will 
be ongoing maintenance works consistent with the 
Landscape Management Plan. Assessment of 
previously quarried material will be undertaken for 
the supply of selective local projects. JC advised 
that there is an overall shortage of available 
ballast, however an evaluation as to the quality and 
quantity at Ardglen needs to be undertaken 
together with the viability of preparing and 
transporting the material. 

• In terms of finalisation of the requirements of 
Modification 2, LR advised that there are several 
Management Plans that require approval, and the 
road upgrade works from the New England 
Highway require completion. In response to a 
question from BA, LR explained the scope of the 
works – he hoped construction work would 
commence soon. LR indicated that quarrying will 
not commence in the extension area until all 
conditions of Modification 2 have been satisfied. 

ACTION: Daracon to provide a copy of the access 
road widening design drawing to the CCC. 

• JC explained the recent Geological Study and the 
information it has provided regarding future 
quarrying of the site. He indicated that it suggests 
a slightly different approach to that detailed in 
Modification 2. Daracon is currently working 
through the information and its implications for 
future operations, particularly in respect of the 
noise profile for the site. 

• CT asked whether the existing crusher will be 
moving. JC advised all old equipment (fixed 
crushing plant) will be demolished. LR noted that 
Modification 2 provides for the operation of a 
mobile crusher which is currently planned to be 
located on a crushing pad with a noise wall and 
additional noise barriers installed. CT enquired 
whether, as previously indicated to her, there will 
be a need to build a noise wall if the proposed 
mobile crusher is to be in a new location.  LR 
commented that this may not be necessary given 
the proposed new location of the crusher, as noise 
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from the mobile crusher may not be a major issue, 
but Daracon is currently reviewing this matter and 
will advise further once more information is known. 
LR added that there will be an overall review of 
quarrying operations if it is decided to alter the 
proposed quarry staging. LR confirmed that the 
CCC will be informed of any start up in the future, 
once known. The Chair enquired what was the 
likelihood of quarrying activity prior to Christmas. 
JC responded that this would depend on the 
evaluation of the existing resource and completion 
of all condition under Modification 2. MJS 
suggested that should activity be limited to 
evaluation and assessment this should be 
communicated to the CCC by email. However, if 
operational work and material transportation are 
proposed, then the CCC should be convened for a 
formal meeting. 

• LR outlined the recently completed Independent 
Environmental Audit and response actions to DPE 
currently being undertaken by Daracon. Further 
detail is provided in the Daracon presentation. 

8.0 Other Agenda Items • Nil  

9.0  General Business • Nil 

10.0 Next Meeting 
 

• Proposed for April/May 2023 – date to be 
confirmed 

 
 
Meeting closed at 10.50 am. 
MJS thanked all present for their attendance. 
 
Meeting Minutes Approved: 

      

Michael J Silver OAM 
Independent Chair 
 
Date:  24 November 2022 


